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GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Voluntary on “Easter Hymn”

David C. Isle

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space! Celebrate God in all places under heaven!
Give praise for God’s mighty deeds! Give praise for God’s resurrecting power!
Praise God with a fanfare of trumpets.
Praise God with the harp and the cello!
Praise God with tambourines and dancing!
Praise God with flutes and guitars!
Praise God with cymbals and drums!
Let everything with life and breath praise God!
*OPENING PRAYER
God of the Resurrection, you open the tomb and invite us to sing and dance in the
new life you give us. In Jesus Christ, whose wounds are not erased but glorified in resurrection,
touch our wounds that they may be transformed into channels of healing for others. Holy Spirit,
breathe into us the power to forgive so that all
may have new life. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
*HYMN
Christ Is Alive!
1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.
3 In every insult, rift, and war
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.
4 Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.
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5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
CALL TO CONFESSION
When we keep our fears and faults locked up inside us, it is hard to be healed and receive new life.
So let us open ourselves to God in confession, trusting the Lord’s desire to give us peace
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the empty tomb and our empty hearts, when we are afraid to speak our faith in the
world, forgive us and help us to find our voice. When we are afraid to forgive and to love again,
forgive us and give us the power to forgive. When we are afraid to stand up to misguided
authority, join with the weak to make us all strong. When we are confined by our hurts, touch
us with your wounded hands and set us free. When we are locked behind our doubts and fears,
pass through our barricades, open our hearts, and give us peace. Amen.
Please continue in silent reflection and prayer

RESPONSE
Hymn of Promise
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christ comes with healing light into our locked places and shadowy hurts, resurrecting our spirits
and breathing into us new life. As God’s own forgiven people, go to bring peace, forgiveness, and
new life to the world in the name of Jesus Christ.
SUNG RESPONSE
Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing
Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!.

# 239, v. 3

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, as the risen Christ came into the locked room of the first disciples,
may your Word enter into us, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that we who have not seen may
yet believe. Amen
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON
Revelation 1:4-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.
ANTHEM

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
(for text see Hymn # 260)

arr. Mark Hayes

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON
John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
MESSAGE

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*HYMN
Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers
1 Christ has risen while earth slumbers;
Christ has risen where hope died,
as he said and as he promised,
as we doubted and denied.
Let the moon embrace the blessing;
let the sun sustain the cheer;
let the world confirm the rumor:
Christ is risen, God is here!
2 Christ has risen for the people
whom he died to love and save;
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Christ has risen for the women
bringing flowers to grace his grave.
Christ has risen for disciples
huddled in an upstairs room.
He whose word inspired creation
can’t be silenced by the tomb.
3 Christ has risen and for ever
lives to challenge and to change
all whose lives are messed or mangled,
all who find religion strange.
Christ is risen, Christ is present
making us what he has been:
evidence of transformation
in which God is known and seen.
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from the Iona Community
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made
flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We
are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation, to love
and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our Judge
and our Hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be
to God. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
. . .Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
God gives new life to all that is, including ourselves and all that sustains us. So let our tithes and
offerings be our songs of praise and thanksgiving in response to the God who loves us and frees
us!
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy One, bless our offerings and transform them into healing for the wounded,
hope for the disheartened, courage for the frightened, and faith for the embittered. In the name
of Jesus Christ, your faithful witness, the first resurrected, and ruler of the sovereigns of the
earth. Amen.

SENDING OUT

*HYMN
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
1 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!
Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder:
all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding,
see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding
bring a taste of love unknown.
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2 Christ is risen! Raise your spirits
from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning.
See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection,
not a servant, but a friend.
Jesus is our strong companion.
Joy and peace shall never end.
3 Christ is risen! Earth and heaven
nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation
where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim, demonic chorus:
"Christ is risen! Get you gone!"'
God the First and Last is with us.
Sing Hosanna everyone!
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Ode to Joy

Beethoven

* Please stand in body or spirit where indicated.
Text in bold type is to be spoken or sung in unison.
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